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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is the initial office action based on the application filed on August 25, 2003. 

Claims 1-21 are currently pending and have been considered below. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) because 
they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the description: 

"step detection ID 32" as described on fig. 3A of the specification is not shown in figure 
3A. 

"Title the object non-detection message 42" as described on fig. 4B of the specification 
is not shown in figure 4B. 

"Title the common document folder 64" as described on fig. 5 of the specification is not 
shown in figure 5. 

Corrections are required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 2 contains the string character "the an" in front of the word "activity" The 
examiner considers this as typographical error from the applicant. 



A correction is required 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefore, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. The problem is that claims 16-18 are each 
directed to functional descriptive material, per se. Each claim lacks recitation of the 
program in such a manner that it is executable and being claimed as structurally and 
functionally interconnected with the necessary physical articles or objects to 
establish a statutory category of invention as a manufacture or machine which would 
enable the program to act as a computer component and realize its functionality. It's 
clearly not a process or composition of matter. Therefore, if fails to fall into one of the 
four statutory categories of invention which establish patent-eligible subject matter. 

Appropriate change is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

5. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter that the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 12 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Appropriate clarification is required on the following claim: 

Claims 12 and 18 recite the limitation "the degree of relation". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for the limitation in this claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-5 and 7-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Toomeyetal. (6119147). 

Claim 1 ,2,14: Toomev discloses a work space control apparatus for controlling 
an activity which has been conducted by an object in a work space as history, the 
apparatus comprising: 

a. Detection means for detecting an activity event conducted by the object 
in the work space (fig.2/200; fig. 3 col. 6 lines 37-45); 
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b. Activity event control means for saving the activity event 

detected while the activity event detected is made to be related to the time and place of 
the activity for each object( fig. 21 105, col. 5, lines 55-60; fig. 1/105, lines 25-31 ); and 

c. Activity event display means for displaying the saved activity event by 
displaying the saved object (fig. 2/120, col. 5, line 40-45). 

Claim 3: Toomey discloses a work space control apparatus as in claim 1 above and 
further discloses that the apparatus includes an actual body acquiring means for 
acquiring actual body information of the object of the activity according to the activity 
event saved by the activity event control means (fig. 2/240 col. 5, lines40-42). 

Claim 4: Toomey discloses a work space control apparatus as in claim 1 and further 
discloses that the activity event control means saves and display the detected activity 
events in a time series (fig. 2/250, col. 5, lines 60-67). 

Claim 5: Toomey discloses a work space control apparatus as in claim 1 above and 
further discloses that the activity event display means displays an activity event by 
displaying objects arranged in a positional relation based on the degree of relation 
between the objects (fig. 3, col. 6, lines 45-48; fig. 3/1005). 

Claim 7: Toomey discloses a work space control apparatus as in claim 1 above and 
further discloses that the detection means detects a change in a set of the user objects 
in the activity event, and the activity event control means saves an activity as a different 
activity event each time the change is detected (fig. 3, col. 7, lines 17-30). 
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Claim 8: Toomev discloses a work space control apparatus as in claim 3 above and 
further discloses that the apparatus includes an object access means for starting a 
predetermined processing motion (fig. 12, col. 11, lines 50-67). 

Claim 9: Toomev discloses a work space control apparatus as in claim 1 above and 
further discloses that the work space control apparatus includes warning means ; when 
user arrives in the meeting room and when user leaves the meeting room (fig. 12, col. 
11, lines 30-44). 

Claim 10: Toomev discloses a work space control apparatus as on claim 1 and 
further discloses an object that includes a document used in the work space (fig. 8-10, 
col.12, lines 20-25). 

Claims 11,13: Toomev discloses a work space control system for controlling an 
activity which has been conducted by an object in a work space as history, the system 
comprising: 

a. A detection device for detecting an activity event conducted by the 
object in the work space (fig. 2/220,240,230, lines 55-60); 

b. A work space history saving device for saving a detected activity 
event for each work space of the activity event (fig. 2/105, lines 60-67); 

c. An object history saving device for saving an activity event for each 
object of the activity event responding to that the activity event is detected;and (fig. 
2/105, lines 60-67); 

d. An activity event display device for displaying a plurality of the save 
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activity events by displaying the objects when the saved activity events are traced while 
the other objects are being referred (fig. 2/1 20, lines 44-47); 

Claim 12: Toomev discloses a work space control system for controlling an activity 
as in claim 1 1 above and further discloses that the activity event display device displays 
an activity event by displaying an object arranged in a positional relation according to 
the degree of relation between objects (fig. 3, col. 6, lines 45-48; fig. 3/1005). 

Claim 15: Toomev discloses an activity event display apparatus for displaying and 
outputting history of an activity which has been conducted by an object in a work space, 
the apparatus comprising: 

a. An acquiring device for acquiring information of an activity event from a 
memory (fig. 2/210, col. 5, lines 45-55); and 

b. A displaying device (fig. 2/120, col. 5, lines 45-55). 

Claims 16 and 17: Toomev discloses a program for realizing the processing to a 
computer to control an activity which is conducted by an object in a work space as 
history, the program comprising: 

a. Detecting each time an activity event conducted by the object in the 
work space ( fig. 2, col. 6, lines 5- 20; col. 15, lines 49-64); and 

b. Saving the detected event while the detected event can be referred 
from the other objects for each object of the activity event (fig. 2, col. 6, lines 5- 20; col. 
15, lines 49-64). 
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Claim 18: Toomev discloses a program for realizing the processing to a computer to 
display and output the history of an activity which is conducted by an object in a work 
space, the program comprising: 

a. Acquiring information of an activity event from a memory for saving the 
activity event conducted by the object in the work space while the activity event can be 
referred from the other objects for each object of the activity event (fig. 1/105, col. 5, 
lines 24-32; col. 15, lines 49-64); and 

b. Displaying a plurality of activity events by the display of the object when 
the activity event is traced referring to the other objects (fig. 1/120, col. 5, lines 10-23; 
col. 15, lines 49-64). 

Claims 19, 20 and 21 : Toomev discloses A method of controlling a work space by 
which an activity conducted by an object in the work space is controlled as history, the 
method comprising: 

a. Detecting an activity event conducted by the object in the work space (fig. 
7/1, col. 10, lines 58-60); 

b. Saving the detected object for each object of the activity event being 
related to the time and place (fig. 7/3, col. 10, lines 61-63); and 

c. Displaying the saved activity event by the display of the object (fig. 7/5, col. 
10, lines 53-57). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over 
Toomey et al. (6119147) in view of Weinberger et al. (US 6938258). 

Claim 6: Toomey discloses a work space control apparatus as in claim 1 above 
that includes a detection means, means for saving the activity event and 

display means , but does not explicitly disclose that the apparatus includes a 
capture input means for photographing captured data of the activity conducted in the 
work space such as a video camera. However, in the same field of endeavor 
Weinberger discloses a system that includes video teleconferencing and data 
communication service among a plurality of addressable units over a network (fig. 7, 
col. 12, lines 65-67; col. 13, lines 1-27). Therefore it would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to include a video 
camera device within Toomey's invention to provide video conferencing among multiple 
users, because it would not only help improve communication among users but also 
provide security during data transfer; users would be able to visually authenticate each 
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other. One would have been motivated to communicate by video conferencing instead 
of text messaging in order to gain extra time and throughput. Therefore, the elimination 
of text typed messages would help improve users communication performance if they 
were slow typist. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. 

Dickinson (5634129) discloses a method and a system for providing 
each of a plurality of users of a computer system with a corresponding place 
object. 

Gosalia et al (6812923) discloses a method and a system for 
efficiently transferring data object within a graphics display system.. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Exr. Abdou Seye whose telephone 
number is (571) 270-1062. The examiner can normally be reached Monday 
through Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, James W. Myhre whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6722. The fax phone number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology 
Center 3600 is (571) 273-8300. Draft or Informal faxes, which will not be 
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entered in the application, may be submitted directly to the examiner at (571 ) 
273-6722. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the Group Receptionist whose 
telephone number is (571) 272-3600. 



AKS 
August 23, 2006 



E*arTTTrrer 





